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Universidade de São Paulo, Via do café, s/n, 14040-903, Ribeirão Preto, São Paulo, Brasil.
Fax: ++55-16-633-2960. E-mail: mjsalvador1531@yahoo.com.br or diones@ fcfrp.usp.br

d Current address: Instituto de Pesquisa e Desenvolvimento, Universidade do Vale do Pa-
raiba, Av. Shishima Hifumi, 2911, 122444-000, São José dos Campos, SP, Brasil
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Phytochemical analysis of the antioxidant ethanolic extract of Alternanthera tenella Colla

led to the isolation of six flavonoids, acacetin 8-C-[α-l-rhamnopyranosyl-(152)-�-d-glucopy-
ranoside] (1), 2�-O-α-l-rhamnopyranosyl-vitexin (2), 2�-O-�-d-glucopyranosyl-vitexin (3), vi-
texin (4), quercetin (5) and kaempferol (6). All the structures were established by ESI-
MS and NMR spectroscopic methods. Antioxidant capacity of extract, fractions and isolated
compounds was determined using the oxygen radical absorbance capacity (ORAC) assay and
extract, fractions and flavonoids isolated showed antioxidant activity in vitro. Moreover, the
total soluble phenolic contents of the extract and fractions were measured using the Folin-
Ciocalteau reagent and the quantitative analysis of flavone C-glycosides major constituents
was performed by HPLC.
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