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The chemical composition of a diethyl ether extract of the Scottish liverwortPedinophyl-
lum interruptum has been examined. Two new prenylated benzoic acid derivatives, methyl 2,6-
dihydroxy-4-methoxy-3-(3’-methyl-2’-butenyl)benzoate and methyl 2,4,6-trihydroxy-3-(3’-methyl-
2’-butenyl)benzoate, two new chromenes, methyl 5,7-dihydroxy-2,2-dimethyl-2H-chromene-6-
carboxylate and methyl 7-hydroxy-5-methoxy-2,2-dimethyl-2H-chromene-8-carboxylate, and the
two known chromenes methyl 8-hydroxy-2,2-dimethyl-2H-chromene-6-carboxylate and methyl 8-
methoxy-2,2-dimethyl-2H-chromene-6-carboxylate were isolated. Methyl 2,4,6-trihydroxy-3-(3’-
methyl-2’-butenyl)benzoate was unstable in air and was quickly converted into methyl 2,4,6-
trihydroxy-3-(2’-hydroperoxy-3’-methyl-3’-butenyl)benzoate. All structures were elucidated by
means of NMR spectroscopic techniques and mass spectrometry.
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