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A new mixed-ligand complex of copper(ll) with 1,10-phenanthroline and 2-methyllactate was pre-
pared. [Cu(HmL)(phen)}2H,O (where HmL = monodeprotonated 2-methyllactic acid) was charac-
terized by elemental analysis, IR, electronic and EPR spectroscopy, magnetic measurements at room
temperature, thermogravimetric analysis and X-ray diffractometry. The copper atom is in a tetrago-
nally distorted octahedral environment and the 2-methyllactato ligand is bidentately chelating. The
presence of lattice water molecules mediates the formation of a three-dimensional network.
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